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Siggy, is the Unlock worker in Woodhouse, Sheffield. To mark the 100th 
anniversary of women’s suffrage in 2018 Siggy used her cartoon drawing skills 
to offer an opportunity for the mixture of church and community folks who 
come along to the church’s coffee mornings and lunch clubs to learn and to 
think about women in the Bible as well as other women in more recent history. 

 

Siggy tells the story: -  

 

The highlight of the last month has got to be the work I’m doing on the Bible 
Women.  It’s growing like ‘Topsy’ and has generated more discussion on the 
Bible than in the last two years. I started this with a list of modern women 
chosen by women using the church, but once I began transferring them with 
their Biblical counterparts onto the poster roll, people began to suggest 
further women. This was from people who had been a part of the original 
discussion, but now the men and other women were making suggestions. One 
man even came in with an English Heritage magazine that had an article on 
women honoured with a blue plaque and asked if I could include them too. 

ing Bible Women in Woodhouse 



People who come to the lunch club have stopped by to ask what I’m doing – it’s 
usually quite hard to engage with these folks, because they’re busy eating, 
and you can’t really get them to join in when they’re having a meal. So for 
them to approach me has been grand. I’ve also had the staff who bring the 
group of people with learning difficulties come to talk to me. They have never 
taken any notice of my activities before.  And the greatest delight was that a 
man I had called out for racist remarks at the time of the EU referendum 
came to see what I was doing and stopped for a chat. Ever since I challenged 
him I have spoken to him every time I have seen him and his wife, determined 
to be Christ-like in my approach, so for him to be interested in what I’m 
doing is exciting frontline stuff. 

 

 
 

The Slimming World group, I’m told, has had some discussions as a result of 
the pictures because Deborah features and the lady who runs Slimming 
World is also called Deborah and she hadn’t known the origin of her name. 
This led to another woman then wanting to know if her name would figure on 
the poster roll. There has been talk around Sarah, Hagar and their place in 
the Jewish and Muslim faiths; discussion from both Christian and non-
believers alike around characters they didn’t know about; and some have even 
gone home to do further research on some of the Biblical characters. I was 
particularly pleased about this last, as that includes a couple of very 
knowledgeable local preachers! 



I draw the next characters on to the poster roll when I am at coffee morning 
(or in one instance, at the Wednesday Art Club).  Having said that, at the last 
two or three coffee mornings I have not managed to draw anything at all 
because I’ve been too busy talking! 

 

I think the nature of the work is very approachable and safe. People are 
always interested to watch people drawing, and I think people have come to 
chat because they want to see what I’m doing. And because its cartoons, it’s 
safe enough for people to ask questions. I’ve been very surprised and very 
excited at the reaction.   

The following pages include a range of 

different activities that can be used alongside 

having the Bible Women banners on display; 

to help people explore the stories and the 

place of women in the Bible and the world. 
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Which Bible women can you think of whose 

stories connect with the first female Dr Who? 



Having the Bible Women banners on display creates a unique opportunity 

to connect with your local community. 

The images and stories of the women create connections with many 

aspects of human life and the lives of local communities. 

One church created a participative community event which they called 

‘The Place of Women’  to which all sorts of local organisations were 

invited as contributors.  What they brought to the event was not 

necessarily Christian but their displays sat alongside the Bible women and 

each threw light onto the other, with each attracting more different 

people into the space where they could encounter the  Bible Women and 

their stories. Not being overly prescriptive about what organisations 

brought to the event was deliberate—we wanted to leave people free to 

interpret the theme and engage in whatever way seemed most relevant 

to them. 

The ‘Place of Women’ was so popular that the church decided to keep the 

displays up for two full weeks (rather than the 4 hours originally planned) 

so that more people could come and see them. 

Alongside this was a Sunday sermon series highlighting the stories of 

some of the women on the banners - including those whose stories rarely 

appear in Sunday lectionary readings. 

 

See sample publicity on page 17 and invitations on pages 18 & 19. 

The Place of Women 



The Vicar writes : - 

It has been a joy and a privilege to house Bible women.  We had them in church for an 

extended period and took the opportunities they offered to focus our preaching and 

teaching through Lent, Holy week and Easter Sunday, through the lens of women’s 

experience. This gave us, as a congregation, the opportunity to engage with some very 

thorny and contemporary issues and  to focus on how all these stories of complexity 

and pain are woven into Jesus’s DNA through the women in his ancestry. Simply 

having the women in church was a powerful conversation starter and stimulated a 

number of creative and useful conversations with a diverse range of people. Inviting the 

community in to be part of a Resource day focussing on issues pertaining to women, 

called ‘The Place of Women’, helped us get the most out of the opportunities the women 

created. The different contributors came from a very broad range of starting points 

and the event was an effective eye opener for the community challenging their 

preconceptions about the Church’s attitude to women and women in history. Very 

practically it allowed us as a small church with limited resources to offer something 

meaningful into the community because it didn’t call on us to resource the event, 

simply to coordinate it round the focal point of the Bible Women. 

 

Lisa Shemilt, Associate Minister of St Lawrence, Heanor. 
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The Place of Women 

Dear  Soandso 

St Whathername’s Church are privileged to be able to display an extensive 
collection of cartoons of remarkable Women from History and the Bible in venue 
from date  until date. We’d like to use this opportunity and this engaging artwork to 
invite the local community to take a wider look at the place of women in both history 
and the community and we’d like name of local organisation to consider being 
involved. 

 

On day and date, to coincide with the Women from History and the Bible display, we 
will host a market place style event in the church from time until time which will 
include displays on the theme of ‘The Place of Women’. The event will be free, 
open to the public and refreshments will be provided. We’d like to invite name of 
local organisation to be part of that event.  

It would really help our planning if you could complete the attached declaration of 
interest and return it to us at the address above as soon as possible. This will help 
us design appropriate publicity and tackle the next stages of planning the event. 

If you’d prefer to discuss your ideas please contact either the role and name,  on 
phone number and or e-mail address or role and name, phone number and or e-mail 
address  with any questions you want to ask. 

Best wishes 

signature 

 

Name – Role 

Name – Role 

 Campaign groups on women's issues 

 WI 

 Local Youth groups 

 Local Schools 

 Town council 

 Local History Society 

 Girl Guides 

 Knit and Natter group 

 Mothers Union 

Template for a letter to local community organisations which included:- 



The Place of Women 

St Whatshername’s Church Anytown, Day and date from start time until finishing time. 

 

Declaration of Interest on behalf of  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  

(organization) 

Made by  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (Full name*) 

E-mail address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Telephone number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Postal address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

Our organisation are (please circle or cross out as appropriate) 

Committed to being involved in this event 

Interested in being involved in this event 

Unsure about being involved in this event (please contact us to discuss it further) 

Unavailable to be involved in this event 

 

We’d like to participate by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (Please share your idea here 

briefly – we were thinking of exhibitions, displays, audiovisual resources, activities, etc but you 

might have other ideas and we’d like to know about those too.) 

Please complete this form and return it to postal address, or e-mail address  by date. 

This does not commit your organisation to anything other than exploring possibilities at this stage 
but we will need firm decisions by date so that further publicity can be arranged. 

*This person will be treated as the contact for the purposes of this event. 

Your contact details will only be stored and used for the purposes of this event and will not be 
passed on to anyone else without your permission. For St Whathername’s Church’s full privacy 
statement please see relevant web-link  

mailto:dalonsdale@dunelm.org.uk
https://www.stlawrenceheanor.org/contact


Nominate women 

who have changed  

…... 

Science 

This town 

Your life 

Art 

Education 

Industry  















Unlock, by various names, has been around since 1972, trying to help (mainly) urban Christians to 
understand and share their faith appropriately. Our life experience matters; our stories; our joys and 
sorrows. The Bible has plenty to say, more than we’ll ever know, about our lives, if we know how to 
read it and apply it - if we know how to UNLOCK it! 

  

The work outlined in this pack uses the learning cycle on page28, starting by using a ‘prompt’ or ice 
breaker to draw out group member’s stories, in this case; ‘tell me about important and influential 
women in history that you can think of’. Allow plenty of time for people to respond to the prompts 
and share their own experiences and listen carefully as they do. What are the themes and issues 
arising in the stories? Try to remember so that you can remind people later if necessary. 

  

The next stage is to find part of the Bible that comes to mind having listened to the stories.  If you are 
using these sessions with a non-church group you will need to be ready to provide some Bible links, 
but only if they are unable to do so. It is always worth giving them a chance to come up with a Bible 
link for themselves first; they may surprise you! Then ask the group to explore connections, 
similarities or differences. 

  

Finally there is a reflective activity, giving people an opportunity to reflect on the session and any 
action they might want to take as a result. The reflective activity creates space in which discussion 
and reflection can continue in an unforced way. In this case, colouring in the posters. 

  

How well the group know and trust one another will affect the type of story that they share, often the 
newer the group, the more light hearted the stories are likely to be. 

  

Unlock uses an approach to engaging with the Bible that is different to traditional Bible studies (see 
page 29). Unlock’s approach starts from the stories and experiences of group members, whereas a 
more traditional approach starts from the Biblical text. Unlock’s approach has been found to work 
well with small groups of urban, oral learners from outside of the church. There are many free 
resources on the Unlock website designed for use with such groups. However, because each of these 
resources was designed for a particular group in a particular time and place they are unlikely be a 
perfect fit for your group as they stand. They are offered more as inspiration to you to design your 
own materials along the same lines, rather than as ready to use packages. 

  

Unlock usually works with people outside of church who may be interested in finding out a bit more 
about faith but perhaps are not attracted to the formal methods of learning often associated with 
church. Our work is based on a reflective learning cycle and is a tried and tested way of introducing 
people to the Bible in a non-threatening way. Many churches have activities that draw in members of 
their surrounding community but then struggle with how to move on from those relationships into 
exploring faith, especially in urban environments where anything formal might be treated with 
suspicion. 

Introducing Unlock 



Unlock Materials 

These materials have been produced by Unlock. The user obtains no rights to these materials. 

You may copy them. However, we would ask that you: - 

Do not use these materials for commercial purposes. 

Do reproduce any material in full, rather than editing it. 

Acknowledge both the author and Unlock, including a contact address for Unlock. 

Obtain advance permission from Unlock if the material is to be distributed to a network wider 
than a local church group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revealing Good News of the 
Down to Earth Christ 

The real life stories are connected 
to and compared with similar situ-
ations in the Bible. 

Leading to more 

experience 

What we learn now is learnt 
for life and changes us. We 
also learn to keep reflecting! 

Releasing life changing 
skills and confidence 

Change happens as a result of 
linking real life experience with 
the Bible. This change often 
leads to action among others. 

Unlocking real life 

stories of urban people 

Start with the group telling stories 
from their real life experience. 

The Unlock Learning Cycle 

This resource has been developed by an Unlock worker in Sheffield. 

The sessions were developed to meet the needs of specific groups of local people. 

   

If you have any queries relating to Unlock materials, please contact: 

Unlock, 15 Station Rd, Rotherham S60 1HN 

01709 380 318  office@unlock-urban.org.uk 

mailto:office@unlock-urban.org.uk

