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 St. Lukes A
St. Lukes, West Kilburn (Anglican) 
Rev Alistair Thom 
The Vicarage, 19 Macroom Road W9 3HY 
Tel. 0208 960 4195. Also 0208 962 0294 
office@stlukeskilburn.co.uk Fernhead Rd, near Queen’s Park Station

The first church on this site was built in 1877 in ‘severe 
Gothic style’ with pews to seat 600, but it was firebombed in 
1940 during World War II and destroyed. The congregation 
eventually took refuge with St Simon’s, Saltram Crescent, 
whose 1904 vicarage we still use.

In 1952 a new parish was formed by joining St Luke’s 
and St Simon’s parishes with St Jude’s, Lancefield Street, 
birthplace of Queens Park Rangers Football Club. 

The octagonal building, put up on the site of the bombed 
church, was dedicated in 1959 as a Youth Centre. St Luke’s 
old ‘Memorial Hall’ had become home to the Oxford 
Kilburn Club’s youth work on the South Kilburn Estate. Some 
services were held in the Centre from the start. Gradually all 
activities and services were transferred from St Simon’s and, 
18 years after opening, it became the official Parish Church. 
The congregation worshipped there several years before 
reordering the inside of the building, turning the worship 
space round by 180o, which is why people no longer face 
the intended focus of the stained glass. 

Today St. Luke’s still includes some who have been around 
for many years with roots in the original churches but many 
people’s lives in the church and the area are far more 
mobile. St. Luke’s has a thriving and diverse congregation, 
reflecting the rich mixture of cultures in the area. 

We have been working on a Mission Action Plan to 
crystallise what we want to be and do in the area. Part of 
that is in becoming a ‘Hub’ for the local community. This is 
trying to recapture some of the role of the parish churches 
in the past where they were the focus of community life. 
Through our buildings we are able to offer hospitality to a 
range of community groups and as a church we have 
initiated some projects to increase our connection with the 
local community.

One of these is the ‘Fairtrade’ cafe, running two mornings 
per week and offering home made cakes at ridiculously 
good prices. We would love to expand this but being 
run entirely by volunteers, and having very few in the 
congregation with time to give, this will be a challenge. 
Please Pray.

Another initiative is in homelessness. There are quite a few 
who sleep rough in this part of London and in partnership 
with other churches and a mosque and with the day time 
services of Brent Council we participate in a Homeless 
Nightshelter from December to April. This entails providing an 

evening meal, breakfast and overnight accommodation to 
around 15 homeless people, on one night of the week. 

Young people have always had a high priority in our 
mission and we have quite a high proportion of the 
congregation under 18, as well as a primary school next 
door with which we have very close links. Our aim is to have 
a paid youth worker to develop this work but the finances 
are as usual a bit stretched. 

Our Strap line is to ‘Make Jesus Real’ in our parish. Please 
pray that the reality of his love would be evident in all we do. 
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BSt. Martin

St. Martin, Kensal Rise (Anglican)
(Dean Vaughan Memorial Church) 
26 Ashburnham Road NW10 5SD 
Revd Graham Noyce 
Tel 0208 960 6211 
Contact Rev. Elizabeth Barratt 0208 968 5951

We are a Church of England (Anglican) parish church 
in the Willesden area of the Diocese of London and we 
are a diverse Christian community with people of all 
ages, coming from all walks of life. Together we seek to 
follow Jesus Christ through our worship, witness and social 
concern.

The church itself was founded in 1899 as a memorial to 
the much-respected cleric Dean Vaughan. St Martin’s 
church in Kensal Green is located halfway between the 
two institutions where Vaughan made his name – Harrow 
school (of which he was headmaster) and the Temple in 
the City of London (where he was appointed Master). The 
church’s stunning interior - refurbished in 2009 - features 
some unique work by members of the Arts-and-Crafts 
Movement, including stained-glass windows by HA Payne, 
and a beautiful Triptych painted by John Dickson Batten. 
St Martin’s quickly flourished and by 1904 there were 
more than 800 children attending the Sunday school, 
as well as numerous groups and events to raise money 
for the Poor Fund. After the Second World War there were 
modernisations - the Chancel was floodlit and in 1954 
electricity was installed. In addition, the congregation 
became more diverse, notably with new members from 
the West Indies – (in fact, St Martin’s collaboration with 
churches in both Jamaica and the Windward Isles goes as 
far back as the 1920s). Our congregation remains diverse, 
with members from the West Indies, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
Italy and Canada, to name but a few. St Martin’s is also a 
member of a group of neighbouring churches of different 
denominations known as ‘The Church on the Rise’. 

Our vision for our mission as God’s people called to be in 
this place is summed up in our Mission Action Plan which 
states:

Together we seek to be disciples of Jesus Christ by 

growing DEEPER IN FAITH

growing BOLDER IN WORSHIP

growing STRONGER IN UNITY

growing WIDER IN OUTREACH

As part of our MAP we have set ourselves some goals we 
would like to achieve in each area in the next TWO YEARS 
and we would value your prayers for us in that endeavor;

WORSHIP, PRAYER AND MUSIC 

•	 To	use	the	singing	group	on	a	more	regular	basis	and	at	
festivals to help us in our worship and to encourage our 
younger musicians to take an active lead in our worship

•	 To	develop	our	corporate	prayer	

PASTORAL CARE

•	 To	grow	the	Prayer	&	Healing	Team	by	running	a	‘Saints	
for Healing’ course

•	 To	grow	two	more	home	groups

COMMUNICATION AND ADMINISTRATION

•	 To	put	together	a	job	specification	and	the	finances	for	
a part-time administrator for the church

•	 To	put	a	new	website	together	and	explore	other	social	
networking 

HOSPITALITY

•	 To	have	more	socials/lunches,	up	to	four	a	year

•	 To	grow	the	steward,	welcome	and	sides	persons	teams

FINANCE AND PROPERTY

•	 To	have	a	stewardship	campaign	every	two	years	and	
increase those giving directly by 25%

•	 To	develop	a	plan	for	refurbishment	and	long	term	use	
of the Long Room

MISSION

•	 To	run	an	Emmaus	bible	study	course	to	help	grow	
home groups

•	 To	offer	short	courses	2	or	3	times	per	year	(Advent	&	
Lent) on basics of faith and living
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CThe Willesden Pentecostal 
City Mission Church

The Willesden Pentecostal City Mission Church 
2 Scrubs Lane, College Park, NW10 6RB 
Rev. Desmond Hall 
Tel 0208 960 0838 
desmond.hall@citymission.co.uk

This area is affectionately known as Harlesden, an area 
in the London Borough of Brent. Its main focal point is the 
Jubilee Clock commemorating Queen Victoria’s Golden 
Jubilee. Harlesden began to develop its urban appearance 
with the arrival of the railways such as Willesden Junction, 
Kensal Green and Harlesden station in the 19th century. 
Increasingly factories replaced farms and woodland and 
one of Europe’s biggest industrial estates was constructed 
at nearby Park Royal. Large factories there included McVitie 
&	Price	(later	United	Biscuits)	from	1910,	and	Heinz	from	
1919.

Praised for its vibrant Caribbean culture, Harlesden is 
unofficially known as London’s Reggae capital. The 
population comprises people of Afro-Caribbean heritage, 
Irish	Catholic,	Brazilian	and	smaller	Portuguese	and	
Colombian communities. Harlesden has a rich culture of 
boxing, producing two Olympic Gold medallists namely, 
Audley Harrison who won gold in the Super-Heavyweight 
division at Sydney in 2000, and James Degale who won gold 
in the Middleweight division at the Beijing Olympics in 2008.

Other famous residents are Shane Richie an English actor, 
affectionately known as Alfie Moon in the BBC One soap 
opera EastEnders and Paul Charles Merson, a retired English 
football player who also played for England 21 times. 

HISTORY OF THE CMC

The City Mission Church (CMC) was established in Kingston 
Jamaica in 1924 by the Late Reverend William Raglan 
Phillips, a native of Bristol, England and the Late Bishop 
Mary Louise Coore. Reverend Phillips started to conduct 
Open-Air meetings in Bluefields, Westmoreland just over 
100 miles from Kingston. Known as a man with a mission for 
ministry he introduced the Pentecostal experience to the 
Caribbean.

He later came in contact with the young Spirit filled Mary 
Louise Coore. The two partnered with each other and 
travelled all over the island, preaching, praying for the 
sick, and teaching both young and old about God. 
Reverend Phillips named the ministry, the Healing Mission. 
Subsequently, in 1924, he declared that God had directed 
him to establish a mission in every city and Reverend William 
Raglan Phillips re-named the Healing Mission “The City 
Mission Church”.

In	1930	Reverend	Phillips	died,	but	not	before	he	transferred	
the leadership of the City Mission Church to Bishop Mary 

Coore.	The	ministry	of	City	Mission	was	later	localized	within	
the fourteen parishes of Jamaica. Bishop Mary Coore 
established new branches of the City Mission Church 
throughout	Jamaica	and	in	1939	pioneered	the	first	
international	branch	of	the	City	Mission	Church	in	Belize	
(then British Honduras). On June 21, 1964, she passed away 
and was succeeded by Bishop Delrose Lucille Walters.

The Willesden City Mission Church was established in the 
1960s. Prior to that the site was registered as a mission house 
where coaches would meet for regular services. The site was 
purchased in 1989 by the Willesden City Mission church and 
is currently used by them to accommodate weekly services 
and other community projects such as a nursery, a Friday 
club for young people, a foodbank, etc to name a few. 

Weekly religious services are held at the premises and a 
detailed list of events can be viewed via the website at  
www.pentecostalcitymission.org

Ways in which the walkers might be able to help:
Things to praise God for
	•	The	new	church	building
Things to pray for
	•	Growth	in	the	body	of	the	church
	•	The	pastor	and	his	wife’s	strength	to	continue	the	work	of	 
  the gospel

Financial needs
	•	Funds	to	complete	our	new	church	building
	•	Funding	to	help	with	our	foodbank	project
Other kinds of help needed
	•	A	new	church	bus
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DShrine of Our Lady of Willesden

Shrine of Our Lady of Willesden (R.C.) 
1, Nicoll Road, NW10 9AX 
Father Stephen Willis 
Tel 0208 965 4935 
willesden@redow.org.uk

Willesden might seem an unlikely place to find a shrine of Our 
Lady. In fact, when we think of shrines and pilgrimages, we tend 
to think of long, often expensive journeys and exotic locations 
like Fatima or Guadalupe. Situated in one of London’s most 
multicultural areas, right on the edge of Central London, the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Willesden is a veritable ‘sign of contradiction’ 
and a powerful witness to the Catholic Faith.

The origins of the shrine at Willesden are obscured by the mists of 
time. It was originally located in the church of St Mary’s, Willesden - 
which may go back as far as the tenth century and is now served 
by the Church of England. A Visitation report of 1249 mentions 
the presence of two statues of Our Lady. The locals particularly 
honoured one of these statues - there may even have been a 
vision or a cure in the distant past, though the evidence is sparse. 
The church also boasted a ‘holy well’, which was thought to 
possess ‘miraculous’ qualities (especially for blindness and other 
eye disorders). Indeed, the very name ‘Willesden’ means ‘spring at 
the foot of the hill’.

There is little evidence of pilgrimages to Willesden until the end of 
the fifteenth century. Willesden’s rise to fame was rapid. Already by 
May	1502	it	was	attracting	the	attention	of	the	Queen	(Elizabeth	
of	York),	who	sent	an	offering	of	30	pence	during	her	seventh	
and final pregnancy. Londoners flocked to the shrine in the years 
leading up to the Reformation, including St Thomas More himself. 
This familiarity is expressed in some of his polemical writings where 
he defends the practice of pilgrimages (citing Willesden as an 
example) against the attacks of reformers like Thomas Bilney.  
St	Thomas’	last	visit	to	the	shrine	was	in	1534)	just	days	before	his	
arrest. 

However, despite the shrine’s popularity, Our Lady of Willesden’s 
days were numbered. Henry VIII’s break with Rome saw the 
emergence of a new orthodoxy, which frowned on the Kingdom’s 
shrines	and	images.	In	1538	the	statue	of	Our	Lady	was	removed	
from Willesden and taken to Thomas Cromwell’s house in Chelsea. 
That autumn she was burnt on a great bonfire of ‘notable images’ 
including those of Walsingham, Worcester and Ipswich.                                     

It was in 1885 that Mass was once again celebrated in Willesden 
by a young priest called Bernard Ward, who later became a 
respected Church historian and the first bishop of Brentwood. The 
following year a Catholic Mission was established in Harlesden 
to meet the demands of the growing population. With the help 
of the newly founded Convent of Jesus and Mary, devotion was 
fostered to Our Lady of Willesden and a new statue blessed by 
Cardinal Vaughan in 1892. This image was carved in wood from 
an oak tree that had stood in the graveyard of St Mary’s, the 
original site of the shrine. From humble beginnings with twelve 
parishioners the parish began to flourish, two temporary churches 
were built and the current beautiful Romanesque church was 

finally	opened	in	1931	as	both	parish	church	and	a	‘National	
Shrine’ for English Catholics. Our Lady of Willesden’s greatest 
hour came during the Marian Year of 1954. Willesden was made 
the centre of Westminster’s celebrations for the Marian Year and 
throughout	1954	some	60,000	pilgrims	visited	the	shrine.	On	3	
October 1954 a Marian Pageant was held at Wembley Stadium 
in front of a crowd of 94,000. The climax of the celebrations came 
when Cardinal Bernard Griffin crowned the statue of Our Lady and 
she was carried back in procession to Willesden.

The Founder of Opus Dei, St Josemaria Escriva, often visited 
Willesden during his trips to London. On 15th August 1958 he made 
a private pilgrimage to the shrine, where he re-consecrated Opus 
Dei to the Name of Mary (as he did every year). He returned on 
17th August 1962, this time with his future successor as Prelate, 
the Servant of God Alvaro del Portillo. They prayed the Rosary 
and bought some images of the statue to distribute to members 
of Opus Dei in Hampstead. Willesden can thus claim two saints 
among its pilgrims - a rare feat for an English shrine.

Down the years this parish has served some of the poorest in 
the capital as wave on wave of migrants have settled here. Irish, 
Caribbean, Italian, West Coast Africans, Poles, Filipino’s and many 
others have made their home in the area and found a welcome 
in the parish. A recent survey found that there are over 60 first 
languages spoken in the congregation. In the last few years we 
have	welcomed	a	large	influx	of	Brazilians	who	have	brought	a	
new vibrancy to our mission and witness. They have brought their 
own colourful devotion to the Mother of God: Nossa Senhora 
Apparacida/Our	Lady	of	the	Apparition.	

Prayer points
Give thanks for the diversity of our community

Pray for Families in overcrowded accommodation

Those affected by Drugs, Prostitution and Gun Crime in our 
community.
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ENew Testament Church of God

New Testament Church of God 
179 High Road, Willesden, NW10 2SD 
Tel 0208 459 7674 (church office, 165/167 High Road) 
Rev. Audrey Robb 
Contact: 07540 273 752 
admin@wntcg.org

We are one over 150 churches in the UK. 

NTCG - is the UK arm of the Church of God intl. with over 6 million 
members world wide.

In this location we are praying for all aspects of our community the 
visible needs, the spoken needs, the invisible and unspoken needs.

Our Strapline is: The church where love is growing. 

As such it is our desire to show the Love of God in this community 
and to the world.

Internally our main prayer focus is for the unity of the brethren. - For 
male and female old and young to work together at showing the 
Kingdom of God. 

In this year 2012 we hope to perfect faith, family, and finance - to 
grow in these areas whilst being good stewards of what God has 
blessed us with.
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FChurch on the High Road

Church on the High Road (Elim Pentecostal) 
332-334, High Road, Willesden, NW10 2EN 
Tel 0208 459 8991  Email Cothrwillesden@yahoo.co.uk 
Administrator, Martha Wade - Tues/Fri/Sun 
Includes French-speaking congregation,  
Esperance de la Gloire

Elim Church On the High Road is a vibrant congregation 
that seeks to reach out to people of all ages, cultures and 
nations. It is well established and a part of the Elim Pentecostal 
Church, with its headquarters in West Malvern.  We are 
passionate about God and His plans for the local community.  

Elim COTHR is blessed with a strong leadership team, headed 
by	the	Senior	Pastor	&	Wife,	Clifford & Elaine Bedeau. 
Between the team, various departments such as children, 
youth, Women, Men, Pastoral, hospitality, Literature and 
finance are taken care of.  

The leadership team believes in its God given responsibility 
to train and release people into their fullest potential, using 
their gifts and talents for the building of God’s kingdom in 
accordance with Ephesians 4:11-16. 

It is our prayer that (1) we will always have the courage to step 
out to fulfil the vision the Lord has given us (2) that the Lord will 
send	a	revival	to	our	church	and	our	borough	(Brent)	(3)	that	
the Lord will help us to stand up in the power of the Holy Spirit 
against every force that opposes Christ, the preaching of the 
gospel and the promotion of Biblical values. 

Our weekly activities include the following.

Sunday
10.30	 Pre-Service	Prayer
11.00 – 1.00pm Worship Service
12.00 – 1.00pm  Children’s Sunday School

Tuesday
10.00 – 12.00pm Free Coffee Morning
10.00 – 12.00pm Prayer 
10.00	–	12.00pm	 Socializing

Wednesday
7.00 – 8.00pm Bible Studies
8.00 – 9.00pm Prayer Meeting

Last Friday of each month
8.00pm – 12am  Prayer night
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GThe Polish Church

The Polish Church (St. Francis of Assisi) 
Cullingworth Road/Fleetwood Road 
Polish Chaplain - Father Leszek Gotebiewski, S.J. 
Tel 0208 452 4304  Mob 07772 655281 
Our Lady of Mercy Chapel, 182 Walm Lane, London NW2 3AX

St. Francis of Assisi Church is now the home of the Polish 
Catholic Community in North West London, served by 
the Polish Jesuit Fathers from their chapel on Walm Lane 
in Willesden Green. The parish has been in existence for 
57 years and since 2004 the parish has seen a large 
increase of newcomers, hence a need for a bigger 
place of worship.

In 2007 the Polish parish in Willesden began its worship 
journey in St. Francis of Assisi Church. This church is on 
loan to the parish from the Anglican Church. Currently 
there	are	approximately	3000	parishioners.

As a growing Catholic community the parish has seen 
an increase in the Holy Sacraments over the last 5 to 6 
years. On average there are 150 Baptisms, 100 children 
prepare and receive their first Holy Communion, 80 
children and adults receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit in 
making their Confirmation. There are also on average 
40 couples that complete a pre-marriage course on a 
yearly basis. 

Within the parish there are many groups that meet on 
a regular basis. There are prayer groups and groups 
based on a more social basis. These include; Mother 
and Toddler, Parish choir, scout groups (brownies, cubs, 
guides and scouts), Christian Life Community group, a 
number of prayer groups and a Polish Saturday School 
which has 500 pupils in attendance. 

The parish has also recognised the need for more 
specialised groups and in recent months has started 
an AA group for alcoholics and a marriage counselling 
service both of which are being well attended.

As the Polish parish in Willesden is constantly growing 
and does not have its own church to worship in it asks for 
your prayers for a church of its own. 

Constructed	1933	by	architect	J	Harold	Gibbons.



The Unlock London Walk
Walk 29. Saturday 28th April 2012

HWillesden Green  
Baptist Church

Willesden Green Baptist Church 
94 High Road/corner Huddlestone Road. NW10 2PR 
Pastor Paul Akinola, 
Tel 0208 830 1099 (office, Mon/Wed/Fri) 
Contact: Demola Oguntunde, mob. 07944 042 839 
office@wgbchurch.org.uk

•	 Most	of	the	members	are	local	within	the	North	London	
area. 

•	 Membership	is	over	500	and	we	have	40	nationalities	
represented in the Church

•	 Church	is	130	years	old	and	was	founded	by	Mrs	
Spurgeon.

•	 We	have	a	sister	Church	situated	in	the	Wembley	area	
which was started 18 years ago. (Wellspring Baptist 
Church).

•	 Church	has	a	mission	focus	approach	and	we	are	
involved with missions all over the world.

•	 Our	weekly	activities	include	2	services	every	Sunday,	
Morning and Evening. Evenings only at the Main Church.

•	 Mondays are for Home Groups and Bible Study Groups.

•	 Tuesdays are for Bible Study Group

•	 Wednesdays mornings are for CAMEO groups where the 
Church doors are opened for tea and coffee for anyone 
and there is usually a speaker for biblical teachings.

•	 The	Youths	have	Bible	Study	on	Wednesday.

•	 Thursdays are Prayer Meeting days. This is held fortnightly

•	 Fridays are for the Youth Club where we encourage youths 
from the community to come in and have fun with the 
youths in the church.

•	 On	Fridays we also run the Open House which is the 
ministry where we help the Homeless with food clothes and 
spiritual bread.

We would appreciate prayers of Thanksgiving for what GOD has done so far and where he is leading us.

Our new project on the horizon is to reach out to those who are being excluded from schools to help them  
and integrate them back to mainstream education.
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London Inter Faith Centre 
125 Salusbury Road, London NW6 6RG  
(opposite Brookesville Avenue) 
Tel 0207 604 3053 (office): St. Anne’s and  
St. Andrew’s, ecumenica (Anglican and URC) 
Contact: Rev Fergus Capie 0207 372 6864

ILondon Interfaith Centre

St Anne’s
St Anne’s serves a parish from Kilburn High Road in the east to Chamberlayne Road in the west, and broadly between the north 
London line on the north and the Bakerloo line on the south. House prices over the last decade have altered the demography. The 
congregation	is	made	up	of	a	central	London	mix	of	people	with	a	large	and	thriving	Sunday	School,	focussed	on	a	Sunday	9.30am	
sung	eucharist,	with	weekday	prayers	at	8.30am	and	Noon,	and	with	involvement	in	many	community	and	inter	faith	issues.

St Andrew’s
St Andrew’s United Reformed Church joined with St Anne’s in the construction of the new buildings which were erected in 1996-1997 
and occupied by both churches from Advent 1997. St Andrew’s has a faithful small congregation that meets at 11am on a Sunday 
and whose Minister is also fully involved in the inter faith work, that is hosted at the Centre by both churches.

London Inter Faith Centre
LIFC is a Christian hosted place of meeting, study and interaction between those of all faiths and none. The Centre’s own work can 
be	grouped	around	the	3	S’s	–	Study,	Spirituality	and	Solidarity,	and	includes	the	’study’	provision	of	courses	(including	a	two	year	
Certificate in Inter Faith Relations), conferences, seminars, textual analysis; the ’spirituality’ provision of twice weekly and once monthly 
faith-neutral meditation and the ’solidarity’ provision of working alongside others across faith divides, such as locally through Brent Inter 
Faith	and	Brent	Multi	Faith	Forum,	and	more	widely	through	the	likes	of	London	Citizens.	The	Centre	is	also	home	to	established	inter	
faith initiatives such as World Congress of Faiths and World Conference of Religions for Peace, on whose Executive Committees LIFC staff 
have served over the years. 

londoninterfaith.org.uk

Welcome to 125
125 Salusbury Road

home to

St Anne’s Brondesbury 
Anglican Parish Church

St Andrew’s West Kilburn 
United Reformed Church

London Inter Faith Centre


