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Minister: Rev Stephen Poxon
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457 High Road, Tottenham, N17 6QB
Tel: 0208 808 5809

St Mark’s is at the heart
of Tottenham, a vibrant
multi-cultural town which
is coming through a
period of decline and
instability as signs of
new life and regeneration
are being seen. There is
a lot of redevelopment
and new housing of
various kinds springing
up all around as well
as the new Tottenham
Hotspur stadium’s
massive development
a mile further down
the road. However,
the local residents are
being squeezed out
and young people are
having to move to areas
like Luton to get a foot
on the housing ladder.
This is affecting not just
the community but the
local churches and their
ongoing witness.
This past year,
2017, we have been
celebrating 200 years of
Methodism in Tottenham
and 150 of the life
and witness of St Mark’s Church.
It all began in 1797 when Thomas
Cranfield visited Tottenham, then a
small village strung out from High
Cross to Edmonton, and opened
a Sunday School at the house of a
brickmaker situated where Bruce
Grove station now stands. The first
chapel was built on the High Road
in 1817 and then a new church built
on the present site in 1867 and the
Sunday School premises were built
in 1880.
The church grew and reached
its peak in 1920 when membership
reached 580. The war had a
devastating effect on the life of
church. Two land mines which fell
nearby on either side of the building
shifted the roof of the church and

St Mark’s Methodist Church
UNLOCK CHECKPOINT

destroyed most of the Sunday School
premises.
The church was eventually rebult
with the new oxo tower replacing
the destroyed tall spire and in 1963
was re-dedicated with the change
of name to St Mark’s Methodist
Church. Here was a new beginning,

like Mark the evangelist, to share
the Good News of Christ. Initially
the church struggled and by 1989
the congregation was down to 45
people but through the years people
were welcomed from all around the
world and we now have a vibrant
congregation with membership over
350 and still growing.
Today the church family is a
wonderful mixture of people of
Caribbean and West African
heritage with many children and
young people. Worship is vibrant
with various choirs and musicians
and usually lasts for a couple of
hours.
Meeting Point on a Tuesday is
an opportunity for people from the
community to drop in and share
refreshments and friendship. This
has developed into us offering a
Free Immigration Advice Surgery
(the only church to do so at the
moment according to the Home
Office). We are active members
of London Citizens working with
others across Haringey for social
justice, offer food parcels to those
who are in need and have a growing
relationship with CAP.
All of this is held in prayer through
worship, prayer and fellowship
groups and weekly bible study
along with a growing children’s
and youth ministry. We are
delighted that the new Methodist
Youth President for 2018-19 is one
of our own young people.

Praise God for
• the faithful service of generations of people to the Lord
• the recent growth of the church
• the growing number of young people and families
Pray for
• Our nurturing and discipling of God’s people
• Continuing development of our outreach into the community
• Growing relationships with other churches in Tottenham
• Jasmine Yeboah as she prepares to be the national Youth President next year
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Tonye Philemon – t.philemon@freedomsark.org
Jade Ayoola – info@freedomsark.org
Town Hall Approach Road, Seven Sisters, N15 4RY
Tel: 0208 493 0050
www.freedomsark.org

Freedom’s Ark Church (Pentecostal)

WORK IN THE COMMUNITY
Children’s Ministry

• Each year our children’s ministry
partners with Samaritan’s purse by
organising shoe box collections
sent worldwide during Christmas to
brighten up a child’s day with the love
of God.
• The Children’s Ministry also opens its
doors to the community for a Summer
Camp.

Prison Ministry
INTRODUCTION

Freedom’s Ark started in October 1993.
We held our first service at the West
Indian Cultural Centre; it later moved
to Bruce Grove in 1996. In 2011, the
newly refurbished Tottenham Town Hall
has now become our home. Freedom’s
Ark is located in the London Borough
of Haringey, which is in the north of
London and has been our location from
the onset to date.
The London Borough of Haringey
is home to approximately 250,000
people. It is a wide-ranging economic
place and has a large ethnic diverse
community with 190 different languages
spoken in its classrooms. Haringey is
home to the iconic ‘Alexandra Palace’,
which opened in 1873, survived two
fires, hosted the first ever TV broadcast
and is located within the borough. Also
within the borough is the world famous
Tottenham Hotspur Football team,
contributing thousands of international
visitors every year.

OUR MISSION

Our main aim is to preach the gospel and
make disciples of people from different
nations, to touch and change lives and
bridge the gap between faith groups and
the local community and support people
in attaining their full potential.
We achieve this in several ways, by
providing pastoral care for victims and
their families particularly those involved
in gun and knife crime. We also seek to
cater for the spiritual wellbeing of the
people in our immediate community
and beyond.

• Every month, a group of our
congregation members head out to
The Mount Prison in order to minister
to those who are serving time. We
believe that Christ died and rose
for all people, and so we have a
responsibility to reach out with the
gospel and God’s love.

Outreach Ministry

• Jesus said “Go and make disciples
of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). This
is a commandment that lies at the
heart of what we do as believers. We
want everybody to hear about the
gospel and be saved, so we go out
and share it with others by hosting
an annual ‘Community BBQ’ and
host Haringey’s Pentecost Festival
in collaboration with other Haringey
churches.

Music Ministry

OUR BELIEF AND WORSHIP

Here at Freedom’s Ark we believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God who
died on the cross for our sins, so that
everyone who believes in Him may
have eternal life.
The expression of our faith
encourages us to live a lifestyle of daily
devotion to God through Bible Study,
prayer, worship, and fellowship with
others of like faith. We also believe in
sharing and demonstrating the love of
God to those we encounter on a daily
basis.
There is so much more we would love
to share with you, so feel free to join us
every Sunday at 10am and during the
week for Prayer at 6.30pm on Mondays
and Bible Study on Wednesdays at
7pm.

PRAISE

• God’s faithfulness through our 24
years of existence
• Lives continue to be touched and
changed by Christ in our midst

PRAYER POINTS

• Abiding presence of God
• Unity of the church in our community
• Wisdom and guidance for our church
leadership
• Remaining relevant in our local
community

• Members of our music ministry work
together to hold ‘Worship Nights’ and
concerts for the community, to share
new ministration and worship songs
as well as having a wonderful night in
the presence of the Lord.

OUR VISION

Peace Alliance

• Restoring a fresh awareness of God’s
love and presence in the lives of his
people

• The Peace Alliance is a National
Charity working in partnership with
local communities and statutory
organisations on innovative crime
reduction and community cohesion
initiatives. It aims to advance the
protection and preservation of life
through the reduction of crime and
the promotion for the public benefit
of community safety and crime
prevention.

• Building a liberating army of Bible
believing Christians
• Destroying the burden of sin,
sickness and poverty over our church
and community by the anointing of
the Holy Spirit

• Releasing people into their God given
destiny

FUNDING

• Community outreach projects
• Purchase our own building
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Andrew.williams@london.anglican.org
Tel: 07761 306536
Administrator: Tracy Gidley
info@engineroom.org.uk
The Engine Room, Unit A, Eagle Heights, Lebus Street, N17 9FU
Tel: 0208 8808 5490
www.engineroom.org.uk

St Francis at the Engine Room (Anglican)

St Francis at the Engine Room is the
first new Anglican church in a new
place in London for over 40 years.
The Church and Community Centre was
officially opened in November 2017
and operates from the ground floor of a
block of sixty apartments.
St Francis operates from the new
Hale Village estate, a half billion pound
development next to Tottenham Hale
railway and underground station.
The site was previously a furniture
factory and most recently a bus depot
and storage for the Greater London
Authority.
The Engine Room existed in a
temporary space on Hale Village from

2013 and a team of two community
workers and a priest have worked in
this area since that point. Our natural
neighbourhood includes not only Hale
Village, but also Ferry Lane estate,
originally a 1970’s Council run estate,
and Bream Close, a 1990’s private
estate. Hale Village has a good
mix of people with just under 50%
affordable housing, including low rent,
shared ownership and key worker
accommodation. There are 1,200
students living on the village, studying
at various institutions across London.
The most recent additions have
been six pavilions of owner occupier
accommodation, including the one

under which the new Engine Room sits.
The new Engine Room includes a
nursery for 36 children, a community
café run by Loven, a local, independent
operator, three flexible spaces for
multipurpose use and a small chapel.
When visiting the church please take
note of the new artwork by the London
artist Graeme Evelyn. A piece for the
church was commissioned called ‘The
Eternal Engine’; it is an abstract design
and incorporates themes of the Trinity
- Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.
Currently on loan and also on display
in the Sanctuary is an earlier piece
that Graeme created for Gloucester
Cathedral.

Pray for our community as it grows, numerically and in faith.
Pray that we will continue to witness to the love of Jesus Christ through all the activities
and opportunities that we offer local people.
Pray for the people who live in Tottenham Hale and all those whom we serve.
Praise God for the relationships we enjoy with over 25 different partners and for the
new opportunities that present themselves each week.
Praise God for the amazing new building that we have to offer to the local community.
Praise God for the Diocese of London, for their vision in establishing the Engine Room.

The artwork emphasises one strand
of our work and that is connecting
with the creative arts in Tottenham and
London. Since the early days we have
run a children’s art workshop, and over
time this has developed to incorporate
local creative industries to demonstrate
to local children that this is an option for
future employment. The Engine Room
continues to diversify and grow in the
number of activities that is offers. Some
activities we run ourselves, others we
partner with existing organisations,
whilst some groups simply hire space
from us to provide their own content.
St Francis at the Engine Room church
has grown over the past five years
through activities and events that we
organise on Hale Village and Ferry
Lane estates. Our young church is
small but growing, seeing between 4050 adults and children attending on a
Sunday morning.
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Senior Pastor: Alex Gyasi
info@highwayofholiness.co.uk
8 Fountayne Road, Tottenham, N15 4QL
0208 808 4444
Pastor: Roland Mensah
Tel: 07960 413848
www.highwayofholiness.co.uk

Rev. Alex Gyasi established the
Highway House Shelter in 2009 after
one of the church community outreach
sessions on the streets of Tottenham.
One of our members met two alcoholic
homeless men; they invited them to
come and have a meal at our church.
The following week, they came back
with 20 of their friends; through word of
mouth these numbers started to grow.
What had started as a place where they
could come for a hot meal, grew into a
homeless shelter that now runs 7 days
a week 24 hours a day, 365 days a year,
providing homeless people with food,
washroom facilities, counselling and
self-development programmes, along
with the opportunity for much needed
companionship with others. We also
provide employment training, jobs fairs
and internet access for job searches.
Over the past 9 years, we have catered
for over 800 homeless people from
60 nationalities. In 2017 we opened a
second shelter for women and a social
enterprise cafe in Islington called the
New Roots Cafe. The women that are
referred are homeless women and
victims of domestic violence. They are
given the opportunity to volunteer in the
cafe, being trained and gaining skills
that will help rebuild their confidence
and prepare them for the workplace.
We give our customers the opportunity
to buy any meal or drink of their choice
for a homeless person. We also have
a community space behind the cafe
for training, exhibitions conferences &
meetings for local community groups
and businesses.
The church auditorium is transformed
into a dormitory during the night where
residents lay their bedding to sleep.
We also converted one of our toilets
into a shower to enable them to bathe.
Additionally, when we receive referrals
from all the major hospitals in London
for people who would have otherwise
been discharged onto the streets,
we provide special facilities to cater
for them and assist them with their
recovery. We ensure that recovering
patients have a safe, warm, clean and

Highway of Holiness Church (Pentecostal)

caring environment to live in. Some
of our residents have no recourse to
public funds and therefore come to us
directly off the streets or are referred to
us by organisations such as the British
Red Cross, Refugee Council, hospitals,
Crisis, Haringey council, the police,
local churches and other homelessness
charities. Highway House attracted a
Social Return On Investment Report,
carried out by the Institute for Health
and Social Development from the
University of East London, which has
cemented the value of our work to
individuals and to society and gives
a SORI value of £5 that is returned to
society and the government for every
£1 that is invested into our work. This
vital piece of research will help us
continue to grow our services and
support more people. The Deputy
Mayor of London, Joanne McCartney,
who attended the launch of the

report, praised the work of Highway
House and recognised our valuable
contribution to helping the homeless in
London and the findings of the report.
Highway House was featured on the
BBC Songs of Praise homelessness
Sunday episode on 22nd January 2017.
However, our work has not been without
challenges. We have faced threats of
eviction and experienced opposition
from authorities. There have been
several points over the past 7 years
when the very survival of Highway
House has been in jeopardy, yet we
continue as strong as ever.
Overall, the operation of the
project has helped service users
integrate back into society, acquire
accommodation, obtain employment
and provide for themselves and their
families and many have returned to
education. We help those who have
fallen on difficult times in their lives and
need a helping hand. This includes
those who are some of the most
disenfranchised in our communities and
without our help, would simply not be
able to access other shelters in London.
Many have misused alcohol and
drugs and have lost contact with their
families and friends. We work to help
them rebuild their lives, rebuild their
confidence and rebuild themselves.
We have seen our alcoholics fully
recover, get into employment and move
into their own accommodation. The
stories of the men are amazing, yet
seeing them regain their life is one of
the most rewarding experiences.
Please visit our website

www.highwayhouse.co.uk

Pray for
• Financial support to pay for rent, gas, electricity, food, toiletries, bedding,
clothing etc.
• To provide employment and life skills training.
• To purchase a suitable property to house the homeless.
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Minister: Rev Dr Stephen Agilinko
182-184 West Green Road, N15 5AF
Tel: 020 8800 3393
www.westgreenbaptistchurch.org.uk

West Green Baptist Church is a
member of the Baptist Union of Great
Britain. We are also a member of
the local Baptist Association, the
London Baptist Association. The
building is located on the busy street
of West Green Road in Seven Sisters
in North London. The nearest Tube
Station is Seven Sisters Tube Station
on the Victoria Line of the London
Underground.
The Church was officially opened
for public worship in 1864 when
Salem Chapel was built on the site of
our present Church building. After a
few years the Chapel ceased to be
a place of worship. However, some
of the original members sought to
continue with this work and with the
support of other Baptist Christians,
the building was transferred to
the London Baptist Association
as Trustees. After some physical
repairs to the building, it was officially
opened in October 1868 as West

West Green Baptist Church

Green Baptist Church. This name
West Green Baptist Church has
been retained for close to 150 years.
Over the last one hundred
and forty-nine years, the Church
has sent missionaries to China,
India and Nigeria. The last of the
missionaries who went out as a
missionary died last November.
Two of our members, Mr. John
Harvey and Miss Ruth Harper who
have been members for sixty-six
and sixty-five years respectively
still recall how the Church was full
of young people during their time
(numbering five hundred young
men and women at one point). The
young men and women were called
Scholars. This is in stark contrast
to the dwindling numbers of young
people in the Youth Department of
the Church over the past decade.
The Church would need prayer for
our Youth Department, our mission
and witness in the area.

Praise and prayer points
• Praise God for the completion
of our Community Hall two
years ago
• Praise God for the facilities that
we can offer to the community
through the Community Hall.
• Praise God for the private Day
Nursery within the premises
of the Church. It is a means of
witness in the area.
• Pray for the growth of the
Church and for the expansion
of our work with young people.
• Pray for a successful
celebration of 150 years of
witness in Tottenham this
October.
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churchonthefarm@live.co.uk
Tel: 07921 573376
Gloucester Road, Tottenham, N17 6JW

Church on the Farm (Anglican)

Local Background
You probably need no introduction to
Broadwater Farm Estate. The hopes
when it was built, in 1973, soon
turned sour, leading to the notorious
riots of 1985, when PC Keith
Blakelock was brutally murdered.
Some improvements were made, but
did not prevent wider riots in 2011,
following the death of estate resident
Mark Duggan. Meanwhile, God was
preparing his response.

Church Origins
An elderly Baptist lady lived just
behind the estate and prayed for
it regularly. God gave her a literal
vision, which she shared with others.
When she died, she left her house to
the London City Mission.
A Pentecostal pastor lived nearby
and began to take assemblies in a
local school.
The estate lay in the parish of St
Philip’s CofE, Tottenham. Hetty, a Lay
Reader there, tried to interest her
church in outreach to the estate.
Finally, St Ann’s CofE, Tottenham
took the initiative to plant the church.
They sent an ordained minister and
two others, who were joined by
Hetty and two from her church, three
from the Pentecostal Church, and a
London City Missionary, living in the
house that had been left to them. The
latter led youth work and outreach.
Initially, they met for worship in a
local school. When they approached
the management of the present
building, to store equipment, they
were invited to meet here, as well.
Hiring it gives us a permanent base
for all our activities.
The other churches and LCM later
handed sole responsibility to St Ann’s.
Since 2008, the church has been
officially known as ‘Church on the
Farm’. Keith (who took over the Youth
Work) and Hetty are the pastors, but,
since they are not ordained, ‘Father
Roy’, a retired vicar, has joined them
to lead Communion services.

WHAT WE DO
• Sunday, from 12 noon - people start to gather for worship and teaching.
Many share in preaching and leading worship.
• Monday afternoon - after school club
• Thursday evening - girls’ youth club
• Friday evening - boys’ youth club
• Keith leads the above with helpers.
• We also have ‘drop ins’, free piano lessons and we help with Food and
Clothes Banks.

PRAYER REQUESTS
• Protection of youth from gang violence.
• Wisdom for Council housing plans.
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Parish Priest: Fr. Hector Rouco
hectorrouco@rcdow.org.uk
Administrator: Elizabete Vesolovska
tottenham@rcdow.org.uk
729 High Road, N17 8AG
Tel: 0208 808 3554
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/tottenham/
There are some key social and political
events that provide a context as to
how the parish was founded and how
it developed. The parish as we know it
today is over 200 years in existence.
It is rather different from its original
form in the terms of its nature and
diversity. The first pioneers would have
had no idea as to how the parish would
develop and become as multicultural
as it is today. We now have a parish
which is rich in culture and tradition.
It is a parish that is catholic in every
sense of the word.
In 1789 the French Revolution
effected great change in France away
from the old order of things as well as
influencing development elsewhere.
There were also some domestic
influences at work at this time. The
passing of the Catholic Relief Act in
1791 was seminal in that it allowed
Catholic priests and school masters
to once more openly perform their
functions. This came at an opportune
time for clergy fleeing from the
consequences of the French Revolution.
Fr Cheverus and some French
emigres arrived in Tottenham in 1793.
Fr Cheverus along with other priests
who came with him established the
parish. The number of Catholics was
small, made up of French refugees and
Irish workers. Mass was celebrated in
a hired room and in 1796 there was
an estimate of 100 people attending.
Fr Cheverus, the first parish priest, left
Tottenham in 1796 to work in Maine
among the North American Indians.
He subsequently became the Bishop
of Boston. After the fall of Napoleon he
returned to France and became the
Cardinal Archbishop of Bordeaux. He
died in 1836. His portrait can be seen
in the priests’ sacristy.
With the departure of Fr Cheverus
the other French priests continued to
develop in the parish. In 1805 a tiny
chapel was built in Queens Street but
this discontinued after 1818 due to
debt. The parishioners who worked in
the field and market gardens around
were unable to support the mission.

St Francis de Sales (Roman Catholic)

Fortunately Baroness Montesque
came to the rescue in 1826 when the
land was bought in Chapel Street
and a small church was erected on
the site. A church catering for a small
number of children was opened on
the site in 1827. Maintaining the parish
and school at this time was certainly
a struggle against the prevalent
backdrop of poverty. The parish priest
at this time was Fr Ewart.
From the 1860s it appears that
Cardinal Manning was a regular visitor
to the chapel. From 1870 onwards the
idea of building a new church was
mooted. The old chapel was sold in
1882 and became a blouse factory.
A decision was made under Fr Bayley
to build a new church. In 1888 the
Marist sisters opened a convent next
to the church. The building of the new
church was attributable to Fr Bayley.
During his time in Tottenham from 1881
to 1899, when he died, the present
church, presbytery and the other
appendages of St Francis de Sales
were erected or acquired as they now
stand. The architects were Messrs
J & B Sinnot of Liverpool and the
church was to provide seated
accommodation for 700 people. In 1895
Cardinal Vaughan laid the foundation

stone. After over 100 years of waiting
and saving and praying the magnificent
church was completed. The church
today is more or less as it was originally
with some adjustments made to the
sanctuary and the sacristy in 1967.
The high altar and rails were removed
and the Lady Chapel was constructed.
The tabernacle was moved to its
present location.
A significant feature of the parish
was the St Francis Club which was
active in the 1930s and continued
until the more modern period before
its demise. A major event in the parish
was the bomb which came through
the convent roof at 727 High Road on
Monday 0ctober 6th 1940. During the
blitz the German bombers followed
the railway tracks running north-south
to home in on their targets. There is a
long standing Guild of St Stephen in
the parish dating back to 1938. The
Sisters of Marie Auxiliatrice arrived in
the parish in March 1991. The modern
period has been characterised by a
substantial movement of people into
the parish followed by a movement out
to more affluent areas. Perhaps new
demographic patterns will emerge in
the years to come with the proposed
regeneration of the area which will have
further implications on the parish.
As it stands today the parish
is characterised by the following
features: a strong devotional practice,
a reasonably active involvement, a
sizeable number of organisations both
social and spiritual in content, and a
large catechetical set of programmes.
The parish draws its life and support
from its diverse demographic.
Its tradition has as its foundation the
sizeable number of priests who have
served in the parish over the period
since its inception and an even larger
number of parishioners who have
graced the church here with their
presence. We salute those who have
gone before us as we endeavour to
be faithful as they were. We invoke the
prayers of St Francis de Sales as we
continue on the journey.

